2   HISTORICAL BEGINNING  OF  SOCIALISM

clear will be by referring to a point with regard to
which the earlier socialistic thinkers may be fairly
regarded as accurate and original critics. The so-
called orthodox economists of the school of Mill
and Ricardo accepted the capitalistic system as
part of the order of nature, and their object was
mainly to analyse the peculiar operations incident
to it. The abler among the socialists were fore-
most in pointing out, on the contrary, a fact which
now would not be denied by anybody : that capi-
talism in its present form is a comparatively modern
phenomenon, owing its origin historically to the
dissolution of the feudal system, and not having
entered on its adolescence, or even on its inde-
pendent childhood, till a time which may be roughly
indicated as the middle of the eighteenth century.
The immediate causes of its then accelerated de-
velopment were, as the socialists insist, the rapid
invention of new kinds of machinery, and more
especially that of steam as a motor power, which
together inaugurated a revolution in the methods
of production generally. Production on a small
scale gave way to production on a large. The in-
dependent weavers, for example, each with his own
loom, were wholly unable to compete with the
mechanisms of the new factory; their looms, by
being superseded, were virtually taken away from
them; and these men, formerly their own masters,
working with their own implements, and living by
the sale of their own individual products, were
compelled to pass under the sway of a novel class,